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COURSE SYLLABUS—2013-2014
Course Overview:
This course is designed to acquaint you with the development of the United States, its political system & institutions, its economic trends, its diplomatic history, its social and cultural development.  Course goals are to:

1. acquaint you with the broad outlines, contours, and transitional periods of American history from the 17th century Colonial Era to the present.

2. promote an understanding of the nature of cause and consequence, continuity and change, similarity and difference.

3. increase your awareness of the “historical process” so you can:

a. better understand the changes which are taking place in our society today

b. appreciate that attempting to identify and explain the “cause-and-effect” relationships that produce historical change is both a complex and highly controversial process

4. guide and encourage you to learn more about American history after you have completed this course.

5. help you develop your ability to think critically and analyze unfolding historical events.

Through the fostering of these habits of mind, students will refine their analytical abilities & critical thinking skills, developing an understanding of the “big picture” of U.S. history and, consequently, a better understanding of the complexities of today’s American society and its relationship to the world.
	Thematic Emphases

During the school year, four major themes will be developed as we cover the broad sweep of American history from its beginning to the present:

· SOCIAL & ECONOMIC: Race relations in America from the establishment of slavery in the 17th century Colonia Era to the agony of Reconstruction and through the Civil Rights Movement during the final half of the 20th century.
· Did indentured servitude change into race slavery?

· What causes led to race slavery in America?
· What were the consequences, good or bad, of slavery?

· Compare and contrast American or race relations in America along a timeline including particular emphasis on 1619, 1830, 1861, 1877, the 1920s, the 1960s, and today?

· Identify continuities in American race relations from the Colonial Era to the present.
· POLITICAL & CULTURAL: The interplay between politics and religion and American life: the separation of Church and State; the secularization of religious energies of the First and Second Great Awakenings (transforming one into revolutionary energy in the late-18th century and the other into the abolitionist crusade during the decades preceding the American Civil War); and finally, the contemporary challenge of defining a line of separation that preserves the intent of the Founding Fathers while establishing a fair and equitable climate in which our increasingly diverse American society can maintain political and religious vitality.
· How were religious convictions a cause for immigration to American during the Colonial Era?
· Compare and contrast the relationship between religion and government during the Colonial Era and the post-Revolutionary period.

· How did the energies of religious revival converge with currents of American political and social thought in the late-18th and mid-19th centuries?
· Continuity or change: is the line separating Church and State in today’s America the same as it was during the late-18th century?

· What have been the consequences of separating Church and State in American society?
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC: Americans as a people perpetually on the move: the migratory impulse in American history from the Jamestown colony to the Tidewater settlements; from the growing number of post-Revolutionary War trans-Appalachia migrants pouring first, into the “Old Southwest” and, finally, into the “New South” comprising the states of the far western Cotton frontier. Attention given to how the drive inspiring colonization evolved into Manifest Destiny and ultimately created a migratory tidal wave that overspread the cotton lands east of the 98th meridian. Particular emphasis given to Texas as the ultimate limit of agricultural expansion and the “Turner Thesis” as applied to expansion into the South (in contrast to Midwestern states).
· How did European immigration to the New World change the face of North America?
· Was there continuity in migration patterns across the American continent during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries? If so, in what way? If not, how so?
· What were the main causes of migration across the American continent?
· What have been the main consequences of migration across the American continent?

· Compare and contrast Northern and Southern patterns of migration.

· In what way did the nature of migration within America change as the 19th century turned into the 20th? In what if any ways did it remain the same?
· DIPLOMATIC: The evolution in American foreign policy from the late-18thcentury aversion to entangling alliances; to America’s halting entry into world politics in the Spanish-American War, World War I, and World War II; and then, finally, through the more recent role adopted by the United States as world Super Power (especially is the last-named is relevant to the “Turner Thesis” & the closing of the American frontier)
· Compare and contrast American foreign policy of the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21s centuries. 

·  How has American foreign policy changed from the 18th through the 21st centuries?
· In what ways have continuities remained?
· What are the main causes that have drawn the U. S. into an active or aggressive foreign policy abroad?

· What are the main consequences of America’s increasingly active role in world affairs since 1898?
In reading assigned materials, students should pay careful attention to any development of each of these four themes.


Course Textbooks & Reading Materials:

Principal Text
Robert A. Divine, T. H. Breen, George M. Frederickson, & R. Hal Williams, America: Past and Present, 4th ed., Advanced Placement Edition. New York: Longman, 1995.

Supplemental Materials

Carol Berkin; Christopher L. Miller; Robert W. Cherny; James L. Gormley, Making America: A History of the United States, vols. 1-2, 4th ed. Houghton Mifflin, 2005.
Robert A. Divine, T. H. Breen, George M. Frederickson, & R. Hal Williams, America: Past and Present, rev. 6th ed., Advanced Placement Edition. New York: Longman, 2003.

Elliott J. Gorn, Randy Roberts, & Terry D. Bilhartz, Constructing the American Past: A Source Book of a People’s History, Vol. I & II, 4th ed. New York: Longman, 2002.

Julia Hargrove, The Primary Source: Historical Documents. Logan, Iowa: The Perfection Form Company, 1987-1988.

Voices of Freedom: Sources in American History. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1992.
Denise Wright, Test Bank to Accompany America: Past and Present, rev. 6th ed. Advanced Placement Edition. New York, Longman, 2003.

David McCullough, 1776. New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 2005.

Daniel J. Boorstin, The Americans: The Colonial Experience. New York: Vintage Books, 1963.

Daniel J. Boorstin, The Americans: The National Experience. New York: Vintage Books, 1965.

Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1981.
Stephen Ambrose, Citizen Soldiers. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997.

_______. Band of Brothers: Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne, from Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1992.

Frances FitzGerald, Fire in the Lake: The Vietnamese and the Americans in Vietnam, New York: Vintage Books, 1972.
AP released exams for 1985 & 2001.

Stephen Armstrong, 5 Steps to a 5 on the Advanced Placement Examinations: U.S. History. McGraw Hill.
Stephen Harrigan, Gates of the Alamo. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000.
David Nevin, 1812: A Novel. New York: Forge, 1996.

Eric Larson, The Devil in the White City. New York: Vintage Books, 2004.
Sinclair Lewis, Main Street. New York: Signet Classic, 1980.

A wide variety of outside reading material, ranging from standard U.S. history textbooks adopted by the State of Texas to more specifically targeted works (e.g., David McCullough’s Morning on Horseback and Path Between the Seas or Warren I. Cohen’s The Revisionists: The Lessons of Intervention in World War I) are available for classroom use.
Students are responsible for keeping abreast of the assigned reading as identified on the schedule below. For example, by start of week 2, students should have completed the reading for that respective week. Students should be prepared to discuss the information once each week’s activities begin. Lecture / PowerPoint presentations will presume familiarity with the information covered in each chapter. Classroom activities will include a mix of PowerPoint presentation on topics relevant to each chapter; thematic video programs relating to the same; weekly or bi-weekly exams on chapter content; and preparation time for major six weeks projects specified below.
Fall Semester Course Calendar:

Week 1:  What is history?  Why study it? Chapter 1—“New World Encounters”
· Just why are we here anyway? (Half-week)
Week 2: Chapter 2—Competing Visions: English Colonization in the 17th Century”
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Motives for Migration
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC—Jamestown:  A World Uncovered video program
· CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: Thomas Harriot, “From a Brief and True Report of the New Found Land” & Richard Frethorne, “An Indentured Servant Describes Life in Virginia in a Letter to His Parents” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 28, 39-41 or http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6475)
Week 3: Chapter 3—“Putting Down Roots: Colonists in an Empire”
· SOCIAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—The Virginia Economy: From Indentured Servitude to Race Slavery
· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—The Salem Witch Trials video program (complementary to AP junior English coverage of The Crucible and The Scarlet Letter)

· CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”  (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 47-48 or http://history.hanover.edu/texts/winthmod.html) & “City upon a Hill,” 1630 (http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/winthrop.htm); Samuel Parris, “Christ Knows How Many Devils There Are,” 1692 (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.60-63); Ann Putnam’s Deposition (1692) & Confession (1706)
Week 4: Chapter 4—“The American Revolution: From Gentry Protest to Popular Revolt, 1763-1783”
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—From the Southside to Carolina: Depleted Tobacco Lands, Social Stratification, & Migration South

· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC— Primary Source Readings: selections from “The Diaries of William Byrd” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 68-75—cf. http://www2.wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/resources/documents/ch03_02.htm) & “The Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.82-88)
· Released Exam material given—multiple choice
Week 5: Chapter 5—“The American Revolution: From Gentry Protest to Popular Revolt, 1763-1783”
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—The First Great Awakening & the American Revolution: Demonizing the Enemy
· POLITICAL—Founding Brothers four part video program

· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, & CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: John Wesley from “A Sermon Preached at St. Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, on Sunday, Nov. 12, 1775”  (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 103-104) and letter to Earl of Dartmouth, June 14, 1775 (copy in instructor’s possession)
Week 6: Ch. 6—“The Republican Experiment, 1776-1791”
· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC—Founding Brothers four part video program

· CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: selections from Thomas Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 112-113 or http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefVirg.html)
· POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Governing a Nation: The Articles of Confederation
Week 7: Chapter 7—“Setting the Agenda: Federalists and Republicans, 1788-1800”
· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC—Founding Brothers four part video program ctd.
· POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Governing a Nation: English Roots of the Constitution

· POLITICAL— Primary Source Readings: selections from Patrick Henry speeches at Virginia State Ratifying Convention (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 124-126 or http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/henry-liberty.html) & George Washington letters (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 129-132)
Week 8: Chapter 8—“Jeffersonian Ascendancy: Theory and Practice of Government, 1800-1815”
· POLITICAL—Founding Brothers video program ctd.

· POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Governing a Nation: Miracle at Philadelphia
· POLITICAL— Primary Source Readings: selections from Federalist Papers (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 130-132 or http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers/)
Week 9: Chapter 9—“Nationalism and Nation-Building, 1815-1825”
· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC— The Battle of New Orleans video program

· DIPLOMATIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Unfinished Business: The Significance of the War of 1812 (or, The War that Nobody Won?)
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Over the Appalachians: Migration & the Creation of the Cotton South
Week 10: Chapter 10—“The Triumph of White Men’s Democracy, 1820-1840”
· SOCIAL & ECONOMIC—Thomas Jefferson:  A View to the Mountain
· ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Two Different Economies: The Urban-Industrial North & the Rural-Agricultural South

· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC— Star Spangled Banner  video program
· Released Exam material given—DBQ 
Week 11: Chapter 11—“The Pursuit of Perfection, 1801-1850”
· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—The Second Great Awakening: From Camp Meeting to Underground Railroad
· CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: Barton Stone’s “The Smile of Heaven Shone” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.  139-140 and http://www.whiteestate.org/books/mol/Appendix%20A.html) & selections from An Apology for Camp Meetings (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 143-145)
Week 12:  Chapter 12—“An Age of Expansionism, 1830-1860” 

· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Rise of Abolitionism

· POLITICAL & CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: David Walker’s Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.  162-164 or http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html)
Week 13: Chapter 13—“Masters and Slaves, 1800-1860”
· DIPLOMATIC, CULTURAL & ECONOMIC —Lecture / PowerPoint—The Louisiana Purchase: Genesis of Westward Expansion
· POLITICAL— Primary Source Readings: William Travis to Sam Houston, February 25, 1836 (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.  177-178 or http://www.ntanet.net/travis.html) & José Enrique del la Peňa eyewitness account of Battle of at the Alamo (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.  182-184 and http://www.cah.utexas.edu/exhibits/Pena/english/exhibit5.html)—a contrast of interpretations (with discussion drawn from Stephen Harrigan’s Gates of the Alamo)
Week 14: Ch. 13 ctd.
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC —Lecture / PowerPoint—The Filling of the American West
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, & ECONOMIC—The Mexican War video program

· POLITICAL & CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: “Declaration of Sentiments” from Seneca Falls (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp.  204-205 or http://www.nps.gov/archive/wori/declaration.htm)
Week 15: Chapter 14—“The Sectional Crisis, 1848-1860”
· CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: selections from Harriet Jacobs from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 201-204 or http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/Sjacobs.htm and http://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper/JACOBS/hjhome.htm)  & Harriet Beecher Stowe from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 225-227 or http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/STOWE/stowe.html and http://www.uwm.edu/Library/special/exhibits/clastext/clspg149.htm) 
· POLITICAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Perceptions of Righteousness: States Rights . . . or “All Men Created Equal”?
· POLITICAL & ECONOMIC—Stonewall Jackson video program
Week 16: Chapter 15—“Secession and Civil War, 1861-1865”
· POLITICAL—Abraham Lincoln’s “Second Inaugural Address” (http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres32.html)
· SOCIAL & ECONOMIC—Reconstruction: The Second Civil War—two part PBS series
· Released Exam material given—essay response
Week 17: Chapter 16—“The Agony of Reconstruction, 1863-1877”
· SOCIAL & ECONOMIC—Reconstruction: Retreat—two part PBS series
· POLITICAL, SOCIAL, & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Neither Slave nor Free: The 13th, 14th, & 15th Amendments vs. Black Codes & Redemption
· POLITICAL, SOCIAL, & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—What Was Reconstruction? The Historiographical Debate (1865-present)
· POLITICAL, SOCIAL, & ECONOMIC— Primary Source Readings: Initiation Oath of the Knights of the White Camelia (Constructing the American Past, vol. 1, pp. 256-257 or http://www.stolaf.edu/people/fitz/COURSES/RECON.htm and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_the_White_Camelia)
Week 18: Tie loose ends & begin Fall Final Semester Exams
Week 19: Complete Final Exams
Spring Semester Course Calendar:
Week 1:  Chapter 17—-The West: Exploiting an Empire, 1850-1900”
· ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Industrial Statesmen or Robber Barons? Debate About the Meaning of America’s Industrial Age
· ECONOMIC—Empires of Industry:  Oil  video program

· POLITICAL & ECONOMIC—Primary Source Readings: “Fair Wages” by a Striker (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 23-25) & Samuel Gompers “. . . A Declaration of Protest in the Name of American Manhood . . .” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 29-31)
Week 2: Chapter 18—“The Industrial Society, 1860-1900”
· ECONOMIC & POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—From Hayseed to City Slicker: The Urbanization of American Society
· ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—Chicago video program
· ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: Jacob Riis, “Little Italy” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 60-62 or http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5718/) & “Jewtown” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 73-74 or http://www.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/chap10.html)
Week 3: Chapter 19—“Toward an Urban Society, 1877-1900”
· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Garden of Eden or Government Goof Up: American Land Policy and the Settlement of the Great Plains 
· CULTURAL—Hot Lead & Scandal:  Earp’s Brand of Justice video program
· CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: Eyewitness Reports of Indians interviewed by Office of Indian Affairs” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 51-52) & “Government and Military Statements on Wounded Knee” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp.52-54)
Week 4: Chapter 20—“Political Realignment in the 1890s, 1890-1900”
· POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Portrait of a Politician: Cross of Gold vs. Salvation of Silver—the Life & Times of William Jennings Bryan
· DIPLOMATIC—The Spanish-American War video program
· Released Exam material given—multiple choice
· CULTURAL —Primary Source Readings: selections from Margaret Sanger, The Woman Rebel & The Case for Birth Control (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, 109-111 or http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/ww/outsidelink.html/http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:RAD.SCHL:139807); Anthony Comstock’s “Views on Birth Control” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, 107-109  and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Comstock); & Michael P. Dowling from Race Suicide (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, 112-113) 
Week 5: Chapter 21—“Toward Empire, 1867-1902”
· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: Theodore Roosevelt, “The Strenuous Life” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 89-92 or http://coursesa.matrix.msu.edu/~hst203/documents/trspeech.html) & William Graham Sumner, “The Conquest of the United States by Spain” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2, pp. 86-89 or http://praxeology.net/WGS-CUS.htm)
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—The Indomitable Teddy Roosevelt video program
· POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Progressive Presidents: Roosevelt, Taft, & Wilson
Week 6: Chapter 22—“The Progressive Era, 1900-1920”
· DIPLOMATIC & POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—The Revisionists: Why America Went to War in 1917
· DIPLOMATIC & POLITICAL—Primary Source Readings: “Selling the War” as seen through contemporary recruitment posters (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp.125-141 and http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/index.htm & http://library.georgetown.edu/dept/speccoll/britpost/posters.htm & http://www.rare-posters.com/ww1recruiting.html)
Week 7: Chapter 23—“From Roosevelt to Wilson in the Age of Progressivism, 1900-1916”
· POLITICAL, ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—Why the 20s Roared

· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—Sacco & Vanzetti video program
· POLITICAL & CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: Darrow versus Bryan Court Transcript (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp. 149-156) & H. L. Mencken, “In Memoriam: W. J. B.” (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp.156-158 and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._L._Mencken)
Week 8: Chapter 24—“The Nation at War, 1900-1920”
· POLITICAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Hey Buddy, Can You Spare a Dime? The Rise and Fall of Herbert Hoover
· POLITICAL & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—People Don’t Eat in the Long Run: FDR & New Deal Politics (Slide into Socialism or Capitalism Resurrected?)
· POLITICAL & ECONOMIC—The Great Depression: Face the Music & Striking Back—two part video program
· ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: Photographic essay of Depression families (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp. 164 and http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexdepression.htm & Letters to the President (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp.165-167)
Week 9: Chapter 25—“Transition to Modern America, 1920-1928”
· ECONOMIC & CULTURAL—The World Belonged to Us video program
· DIPLOMATIC & POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—“Remember Pearl Harbor!” Halting Steps toward Center Stage (or, What Would George Washington Do?)
· DIPLOMATIC & CULTURAL—Primary Source Readings: The War letters of Skipper & Joy Bilhartz (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp. 185-186)
Week 10: Chapter 26—“Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1929-1938”
· DIPLOMATIC & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—Revisionists II: Complicated Conundrum of Assigning Blame (or, Who Started the Cold War?)
· DIPLOMATIC & ECONOMIC—The Cold War with David Frost—video program (only portion covering Cold War through 1952 election) video program
· Released Exam material given—DBQ 

Week 11: Chapter 27—“America and the World, 1921-1945”
· DIPLOMATIC & POLITICAL—Primary Source Readings: JFK’s Jan 20, 1961 Inaugural Address (http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres56.html) & Ronald Reagan’s “Evil Empire” Speech in 1983 (http://www.hbci.com/~tgort/empire.htm)  Week 11: Ch. 27—Quest for Consensus, 1952-1960
· POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, & CULTURAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—“I Have a Dream!” The Long Road Recovering the 13th, 14th, & 15th Amendments
· CULTURAL & ECONOMIC—Crisis in the Classroom:  Little Rock and Boston video program
· CULTURAL & POLITICAL—Primary Source Readings: selections from Anne Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp. 231-233 and http://hubcap.clemson.edu/~sparks/ws/sqmoody.pdf and http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/history/undergrad/pat/Journal2004/reviews.pdf)
Week 12:  Chapter 28—“The Onset of the Cold War, 1945-1960”
· DIPLOMATIC—The Cuban Missile Crisis video program
· POLITICAL, CULTURAL, DIPLOMATIC, & ECONOMIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—A Texan in the White House: The Short-Lived Life of  “The Great Society”
· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC—Primary Source Readings: Marvel Comic’s “Iron Man is Born, 1963 families (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp. 255-268)
Week 13: Chapter 29—“Affluence and Anxiety: From the Fair Deal to the Great Society, 1946-1960”
· DIPLOMATIC & POLITICAL—Lecture / PowerPoint—“Fire in the Lake:” The Meaning of the War in Vietnam
· DIPLOMATIC—Vietnam:  Choosing Sides video program
· Released Exam material given—essay response
· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC—Primary Source Readings: Marvel Comic’s Iron Man: Vengeance in Viet Nam, 1975 families (Constructing the American Past, vol. 2,  pp. 269-287) & selection of Vietnam era political cartoons (http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/V/Vietnam.asp & http://www.vvavtsc.com/cartoons.htm & http://www.wellesley.edu/Polisci/wj/Vietimages/Cartoons/cartoons.htm)
Week 14: Ch. 30—The Turbulent Sixties, 1960-1969”
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, & ECONOMIC—Primary Source Readings: Perusal of US News & World Report collection of Gulf War I international news coverage (January 1991—in teachers possession)
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC, & CULTURAL—The Gulf War [I]: Steel Rain video program
Week 15: Ch. 31—“A Crisis in Confidence, 1969-1980”
· POLITICAL & DIPLOMATIC—Lecture / PowerPoint—9 / 11—Where Do We Go from Here?
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC, & CULTURAL—Osama bin Laden video program
· POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC, & CULTURAL— Primary Source Readings: Gulf War cartoons & satire (http://www.cartoonstock.com/newscartoons/directory/g/gulf_war.asp & http://www.alastairmcintosh.com/images/gulfwatch.htm & http://yorick.infinitejest.org:81/1/hitlercard.html)
Week 16: Final Review for AP Exam
Week 17: POLITICAL, DIPLOMATIC, & CULTURAL—Sergeant York Week—American Cinema & Propaganda
Week 18: Tie loose ends & begin Fall Final Semester Exams
Week 19: Complete Final Exams
Course Activities:
· Weekly lectures supplemented by PowerPoint presentations on topics identified 
in chapters of text above

· Weekly video program suitable to complement the material assigned in the 
weekly reading

· A weekly reading of primary source material followed by class discussion on the 
topic(s)

· Podcast, videocast, and PowerPoint presentations designed by student groups and 
presented in the classroom

· Completion of AP U.S. History release exam materials through the course of the 
academic year

· Monthly classroom review and discussion about AP 
U.S. History Essay Questions, Rubrics & Student 
Samples

· One term paper per semester, submitted at the end of the fall and spring terms.

· Student assessment as detailed in section immediately below

Grading Policy & Student Assessment:

1. Quizzes—daily grades

A quiz will consist of a short test over material presented in class, e.g., a 10-question true-false quizzes or worksheets testing student comprehension of a video in class or assigned reading material.

2. Exams—major grades

Exams given at least once every two weeks. Exams largely based on Wright’s Test Bank  materials (see “Course Textbooks & Reading Material” above) will cover the main points and ideas of the course textbook and/ or lecture material given over the period tested.  Emphasis will be placed on those issues in U.S. history that are most likely to be included on the AP Examination. 

3. Release Exam Material—major grade

Once each six weeks, students will be given selections of material from a release exam or 5 Steps to a 5 review guide. Exam materials will be broken into units that can be completed in 55 minutes or less.
4. Class Participation—Students are expected to regularly contribute to class discussion, particularly in the analysis of primary source materials examined on a weekly basis.
5. Six Weeks’ Project—major grade

Each six weeks, students will be responsible for producing a group project with 3-5 of your fellow-students. The nature of each project is outlined immediately below:

Major Six Weeks Projects

At the beginning of the first, second, fourth, and fifth Six Weeks, each class will be broken into four or five groups responsible for the following Six Weeks Project.

Six Weeks projects will be counted as a major test grade.
First Six Weeks:
Podcast or Videocast due 5th week of the 1st Six Weeks:

Topic: “Indentured Servitude and Slavery in the New World Colony of Virginia.”" The project should address four issues:  1) What factors compelled Englishmen to accept indentured servitude, leave their homes, and relocate in Virginia? (25%); 2) In what way did tobacco play a critical role in the survival and establishment of the Virginia colony? (25%); How and under what circumstances did race slavery first develop in Virginia (25%); Describe how the transition from indentured servitude to slavery evolved in the Virginia Colony (25%)?

Second Six Weeks
PowerPoint presentation due 5th week of the 2nd Six Weeks:
Topic: “The Making of a Constitution.”  The project should address each of these three issues:  1) In what way is the U. S. Constitution a purely “American” document and in what way is it the logical outgrowth of English democratic traditions? 2) Explain the significance of the “free exercise” and “establishment” clauses in the First Amendment. 3) Is the present Supreme Court interpretation of the First Amendment likely to change or remain the same.

The project should include a prepared analytical script with interest-catching introduction, a body that addresses all of the points or themes specified in the above description, and an effective conclusion that ties together or summarizes all the main points raised in the body of the project . . . and in an interesting way.



Third Six Weeks
Term Paper due 4th week of the 3rd Six Weeks \
Your outside reading assignment for the Fall Semester will focus on David McCullough’s book 1776. Each student must compose an independently written essay that uses McCullough’s work, as well as relevant resources noted under Course Textbooks & Reading Materials above, to answer the following questions: 1) How important was the leadership role of George Washington in keeping the Colonial war effort alive during 1776?  2) Of Washington’s chief lieutenants, which one was the most valuable and helpful and why?  3) Why did many Americans of the late-18th century believe that divine providence smiled upon them during the year 1776?

Fourth Six Weeks
Podcast or Videocast due the 5th week of the 4th Six Weeks:
Topic: "Reconstruction." The project should address each of the four issues:  
1) 
What were the main features of Radical Reconstruction? (25%)

2) 
In what way did Reconstruction improve the situation and circumstance of the freedmen? 

(25%)

3) In what way did Reconstruction change the life of the white population in the South 

(25%)

4) Did Reconstruction do more harm or more good? (25%)
Fifth Six Weeks
PowerPoint presentation due the 5th week of the 4th Six Weeks:

Topic: "The United States and World War I" 
The project should address each of these five issues:  
1) 
Why did the U.S. become directly involved in World War I? (20%)

2) 
Why did the U. S. enter the war on the side that it did? (20%)

3) 
Did America’s involvement in the war significantly impact the war’s outcome? (20%)

4)
How did the Revisionists interpret U.S. involvement in World War I? (20%)
5)
Were the Revisionists right or wrong? (20%)
Sixth Six Weeks
Due 4th week of the 3rd Six Weeks  (papers may be turned in early) 

Term Paper: Each student must compose an independently written, critical essay on the Vietnam War.

Your paper should address the following issues:

1) What drew the U.S. into Vietnam? (20%)

2) Were the concerns that led America into the Vietnam War real and legitimate? (20%)

3) Why did the U. S. lose this conflict? (20%)

4) Compare and contrast America’s involvement in Vietnam with the more recent U.S. intervention in Iraq in both Gulf War I and Gulf War II? (20%)

5) Your paper should conclude with a clearly defended statement of your position on American involvement in both Vietnam and the Persian Gulf (20%)


This course includes extensive instruction in analysis and interpretation of a wide variety of primary sources. See assignments below under Course Calendar and Major Six Weeks Projects.





Lecture content & video programs will vary from year to year with the intent of focusing upon themes & issues most relevant to current events. The goal is the development of each student’s ability to make comparisons & contrasts and to see continuity & change both in the past and in the present.





This course uses themes and /or broad parameters in its structure. The PowerPoint presentations for the 2nd Six Weeks are an element of the course theme that focuses on the interplay between politics and religion and American life: the separation of Church and State; the secularization of religious energies of the First and Second Great Awakenings (transforming one into revolutionary energy in the late-18th century and the other into the abolitionist crusade during the decades preceding the American Civil War); and finally, the contemporary challenge of defining the line of separation that preserves the intent of the Founding Fathers and establishes a fair and equitable climate in which our increasingly diverse American society can maintain political and religious vitality.








This course uses themes and /or broad parameters for structuring the course. The spring semester term paper is part of a continuation of the course theme that follows the evolution in American foreign policy from avoiding entangling alliances to America’s halting entry into world politics in the Spanish-American War, World War I, and World War II and finally through the more recent role adopted by the United States as world Super Power.








AP U. S. History Exam


Friday, May 11th, 2012
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